Puzzle #15

[image: image1.png]You have 19 socks in a drawer. Seven
are blue, three are brown, and nine
are black. The room is dark so you

cannot see the color of the socks when

taking them from the drawer.

A) What is the minimum number of
socks you need to pull to be
assured of having matching socks?
B) What is the minimum number you
need to pull to be assured of having a
pair of brown socks?




Puzzle #15

Answer

[image: image2.png]A) 4. If you pull any 4 socks, you will have a
match since there are only 3 colors.

B) 18. You could pull 7 blue, then 9 black
before you chose 2 brown...so you need to pull
18 socks.




