Puzzle #279
[image: image1.png]A test driver is test driving a new car
in the desert. Todays testing is for
different speeds over a long distance.
The first half of the distance of his
testing, he drives at a constant speed
of 80 mph. The second half of the
distance of his testing, he drives at a
constant speed of 120 mph.

What is the average speed for the
complete trip?




Puzzle #279

Answer

[image: image2.png]96 mph
Let’s say the journey was 400 miles. So, for 200 miles the
driver drove it in 200/80 or 2 1/2 hours. On the 2nd half of
the journey, the time was 200/120 or 1 and 2/3 hours.
21/2+12/3=41/16 hours (25/6 hours.)
400/ (25/6) =400 x 6/25 = 96 mph.










